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MRS. FRANCES G. PARSONS, for sixteen years head of the Miami Public 
Library System, retired on July ist. 1952. With ability, persistence, kindness, 
and a sense of humor, she fashioned both the tangibles and the intangibles of 
a library service which will endure, 
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AN APPEAL FROM THE EDITOR 

Due to a short press run plus an un- 
precedented demand for single copies 
of our June issue our file copies are 
down below the danger point in num- 
ber. If you are not too attached to 


your copy of Florida Libraries for 
June, will you send it to us. Box 327, 
Brooksville is the address and we can 
use up to twenty-five examples of 
your cooperation for which we re- 
turn warm thanks. 
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New “Apronless” table* provides ideal 29” height 
for easier reading — with more room below as well! 


@; Klemington. Brand 


Slide your armchair right under this new 
LB table. Cross your knees. Study in com- 
fort. You have three full inches more 
room below than you’ve ever had before 
—yet the table surface is 29” from the 
floor instead of 30”, The apron is gone, 
eliminated by LB’s exclusive method of 
fastening table top to legs. 

Library Bureau, which has pioneered 
so many improvements now in use by 
leading libraries, is proud to present this 
answer to the modern library’s need for 
reading ease, beauty and long, mainte- 
nance-free service. Available in rectang- 
ular models, 5’, 7%’, and 10’ long, and a 
round model 48” in diameter, these tables 
are exclusive with Library Bureau. 

For full information phone or write 
Library Bureau, 1417 San Marco Blvd., 
Jacksonville 7, Fla. 





a library 
table 
like this! 


*Pat. Pending 


Florida Librarics 
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The President's 
Message 


Well vacation time of year is gone. 
I hope all of you had a nice “two 
weeks with pay” at the seashore, 
mountains, or just idling somewhere. 
I did and am really ready for work 
again It’s fun to be “off duty” for 
awhile but good to be back at work 
again. 

It remains of paramount importance 
oo a “4 that it be our con- 
t:nued goal to keep 
united all the ele- 
ments of Florida 
Library Association 
into one great part 
nership to convince 
the public of the 
necessity for ex- 
tended library ser- 
vice. 

We must be determined, as never 
before, to increase library facilities in 
Florida, to instruct people from child- 
hood through adulthood of the “how 
and why” of library service. In our 
normal day to day operations we look 
to the future with confidence in the 
growth of libraries. 

Recently Eleanor Roosevelt stressed 
the need for information as a basis for 
effective action in the international 
field. “Our first responsibility,” she 
added, “should be to find new ways 
to use every possible means of commu- 
nication to spread accurate informa- 
tion.” Briefly she urged the necessi- 
ty for am jnformed populace. That is 
OUR responsibility as librarians. Uni- 
ty of all library facilities—public, 
school and extension services—is vital 
to our welfare as an _ information 
agency. Let’s continue to work toward 
that goal. 


At the time it seems expedient to 
publish a financial statement of FLA 
and the estimated budget for the 
year. For your benefit I will include 
the report in this message. I think a 
factual understanding of our associa- 
tion business and finances will provide 
a clearer view of the present situation 
and promote continued good relation- 
ships. As you can see Florida Librari- 
es is practically self supporting thanks 
to our competent and industrious Edi- 
tor. I believe we’re on secure ground 
financially, I am anxious for you to be 
familiar with our status too for it’s 
OUR Florida Library Association. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
FLORIDA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1952 


BOHNENBERGER FUND 


Balance 
Received from Former Treasurer $1645.71 
" " Book Sales (Convention) 262.98 $1908.69 
Paid Out — Travel Expenses ae 2 ee 51.80 
$1856.89 
FLORIDA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Received from former Treasurer 112.50 
Membership Fees 118.35 
Convention Exhibits 661.00 891.85 
Paid Out: Doe ate ae 
Clerical-Bookkeeping 30.00 
Travel 72.00 
Telephone and Telegraph 12.02 
Postage, Etc. 38.46 
Convention Expense 52.24 
Office Supplies 8.14 
Printing 37.34 
Membership S. E. L. A. 5.00 255.21 
636.64 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
Received: Membership Subscriptions 57.50 
Add’l Sale, Fla. Libraries 11.25 
Advertising 498.00 
State Library 100.00 667.05 
Paid Out 
Telephone, Telegraph 27.61 
Printing and Mailing 549.62 
Clerical 75.00 
Travel 19.00 
Postage, Petty Cash 11.00 
Office Supplies 6.35 688.58 
— 21.53 
BALANCE 2472.00 
Bank Service, Charge See a a 
TOTAL BALANCE $2471.11 


FLORIDA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ANTICIPATED REVENUE AND TENTATIVE BUDGET 


Present Balance $ 615.22 

State Grant for Florida Libraries 300.00 

Contract Advertising for Fla. Li braries 283.50 583.50 
1257.96 

Charges: 

Clerical 225.00 

Printing, etc. 600.00 825.00 

ANTICIPATED BALANCE, END OF YEAR $ 432.96 
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Wishing Can Make It So .. . 


When Bertha Aldrich Does the Wishing 


Read how she served twice as long as Isaac waited for 
Rebecca, then won this signal honor for her library 


For us of the Miami Beach Public 
library tnis story is the contirma- 
tion of the well-ioved adage, “wishing 
can make it so.” When the American 
Library Association meets in Miami 
Beach, in June of 1954 it will be the 
fulfillment of a wish I have cherished 
for the past fourteen years. 

It was this wish that year after year 
I carried with me to the A. L, A. Na- 
tional Conventions, where I planted 
the friendly suggestion to all the dele- 
gates of my acquaintance that Miami 
beach wished them to meet in our 
city. But I had a strange feeling 
that I was not getting much beyond 
the “Come down and see us some- 
time” stage until Tom F. Smith, direc- 
tor of the Miami Beach convention 
and publicity bureau, strenghened me 
by joining his plea with mine, 

Strong as was my personal desire to 
have the A. L. A. make use of the 
facilities of Miami Beach, even that 
desire might have wavered with the 
passage of time had not Mr. Smith and 
Convention Bureau constantly encour- 
aged me, with the full support and 
knowledge that Miami Beach could do 
the job necessary to make such an im- 
portant meeting as the A. L. A. suc- 
cessful and fruitful We were fortunate 
enough to have Mr. Smith attend sev- 
eral meetings at A. L. A. national 
headquarters in Chicago at which time 
he personally encouraged the Associ- 
ation to come here. 

After all, Miami Beach is a small 


city, with a population of only 46,28z, , 


but we have a fine new auditorium 
capable of seating A. L. A.’s 5,000 or 
so delegates; we have a total ot 375 


hotels in which to house these visitors 
from the 43 states and a number ot 
ioreign countries; and we teel we can 
adequately tui tne very particwar 
neeas of tne organization. 

It was, 1 teei, the 1949 meeting in 
Miami seach of the Southeastern Keg- 
10nal Section of tne American Library 
Association which tinaily deciued voth 
them and us that we were more than 
ready tor them to hold their annual 
meetng here. ‘ine regional gatnering 
was a highly succesful atfair. Largely, 
1 want to say, through the efforts ot 
the Miami Beach convention bureau 
generally and of two of their mem- 
vers, trances #. Crane and James LU. 
Wood in particular. Jointly, we prov- 
ed we couid do the job required by 
the national association. in this we 
were strongly supported by the dele- 
gates who attended the meeting and 
were vocal in their desire to come back 
again to Miami Beach. 

The kick-off to the decision to hold 
the 1954 meeting in Miami Beach was 
one of timeliness for the A. L. A. ex- 
cutive board, as no national meeting 
had been held in the South for a very 
many years and the Board was sym- 
pathetic to the idea of a southern 
meeting. Also, when going into the 
matter of costs, it was found that, 
dollar for dollar, Miami Beach could 
offer much more, both for the dele- 
gates and for the organization as a 
whole, than many other locations. 

Since every good thing should have 
a sound reason behind it, we would 
like to say that our basic reason for 
wanting a national meeting here was 
to stimulate library thinking in this 


comparatively new communiy, We’re 
anxious for our citizens to see what 
librarians are really like, and to give 
them an opportunity to learn some- 
thing of the nature of their service, 
and of their dedication to their pro- 
fession, 

While we realize that this area is 
young in library resources and that 
we do not have a large group of dis- 
tinguished libraries such as many 
other areas have to interest the dele- 
gates. yet we feel that the libraries 
here are unique and that delegates 
from other parts of the nation will 
find them challenging and rich in 
their own right 

On the lighter side, while the A. L. 
A. does not concentrate on a planned 
program of recreation for its anuual 
meeting, Miami Beach can provide 
delegates with novel and unusual 
forms of entertainment and amuse- 
ment .Miami Beach provides a wealth 
of unusual recreation for delegates 
who may like to combine a vacation 
with attendance at the annual con- 
vention, ranging from surf bathing 
and lounging along the breeze-swept 
shores, to fishing in the Gulf Stream 
or exploring the nearby Everglades 
National Park. 

A combination of all these things 
encouraged us to invite the Ameri- 
can Library Association to Miami 
Beach—a movement in which we have 
received enthusiastic cooperation from 
the libraries of Dade County, their li- 
brarians and staffs, and we are look- 
ing forward to welcoming many Flori- 
da librarians to Miami Beach in 
1954, 





Congratulations and Gratitude to Miami Beach 
for Making June 1954 A Significant Date 
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State Wide News of Public Libraries 


Betty Service, Editor 


Hardly seams possible that Octo- 
ber is already here (at least it should 
be by the time this issue of Florida 
Libraries rolls off the press) and 
Southeastern meeting just around the 
corner. You know the dates, of course, 
October 30, 31 and November 1, and 
the place Atlanta, and we hope a lot 
of you will be there to swell the Flori- 
da delegation. 


Recently we had the unique privi- 
lege of being the only Floridian at a 
Library Institute held at Emory Uni-- 
versity and consequently “participat- 
ed” in everything. including group, 
panel, and demonstration discussions. 
We certainly could have used an “al- 
ternate” and had we known in ad- 
vance how valuable an experience it 
would be, we’d have scouted around 
and urged someone to attend with us 
You know when Georgia does any- 
thing they do it on a grand scale, and 
the Institute was no exception. There 
were ten states represented, and they 
weren’t all Southeastern, cause Mary- 
land and Arkansas crept in tnere 
somehow. Well, we cussed and discus- 
sed such weighty problems as fin- 
ance, personnel, public relations, ad- 
ministration, and the control and 
handling of Board Members! The Li- 
brary School at Emory represented by 
Miss Tommie Dora Barker and Miss 
Sara Jenkins. were hosts (or shuuld 
Say hostesses?), and they were ably 
assisted by the Library Division of 
the Georgia Department of Education, 
you know, Lucille Nix just had to be 
there. Anyway, it was a grand ex- 
perience, and we renewed acquaint- 
ances of S. E. L. A., and we hope made 
many new friends, in fact, we think 
the Florida State Chamber of Com- 
merce should have paid for our crip 
cause we sure waved the banner. 
Come to think of it. Georgia should 
have been financially interested since 
we brought the first rain and cool 
(ish) weather they’d had in several 
weeks... 

se an 
But on to news around the state: 
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We don’t think the name of Selter 
is Scotch, but anyway she cent back 
the “return” postal (now what do we 
do with it?), and wrote us a letter tel- 
ling of news in Deland. Edith writes: 
“You ask for news.. The outstanding 
thing we have done is have our House 
of a Thousands Tales enlarged. It 1s 
now a beautiful building that looks 
not one bit like its origin, a garage. 
It can be opened entirely and yet is 
all screened for out of doors meetings. 
Or it can be closed up and heated for 
winters, with lots of sun. From Octo- 
ber 15, 1951 to date more than 2000 
adults and 700 children have been en- 
tertained there with library  pro- 
grams.” We’re awfully curious about 
that “heated for winters, with lots of 
sun,” but the thing that takes our eye 
is “House of a Thousand Tales.” What 
a name! !! 

But that isn’t all that’s been going 
on in Deland, for Edith Selter further 
reports that the Deland Free Public 
Library is working on a special collec 
tion of books for gardeners; that the 
Deland Garden Club gave them a 
generous gift of money this year for 
new books, and that they*now have 
another gift for the same purpose 
(namely books on gardening) These 
have all been put together (the books, 
not the money) to form a regular 
gardener’s library. Nice work, and a 
thought for others who want to in- 
terest various clubs and organizations 
in starting “collections.” Of course, 
these can backfire, and you may have 
to be a bit chary of letting your stock 
be divided into little libraries, but we 
think you can work it out. 

smi laa 

When we manage to get out of our 
own bailiwick, especially going north, 
we pass a little town called Ruskin. 
If you’re interested in vegetables you 
know that name, for it’s the Tomatu 
Center. Anyway, they have a library 
sponsored by the Woman’s Club and 
headed by Mrs. Seth Johnson, who 
tells us that the library has 2000 vol- 
umes and is open on Thursdays. So 
help us, the next time we go to Tam- 


pa we'll go on Thursday, just su we 
can visit the Ruskin Library. 

And speaking of Tampa. what’s 
happened to Bill Frieze? Nary a word 
we heard from Tampa since the Mia- 
mi meeting, except rumors that there’s 
a movement afoot for a new library 
building, Can it be that Bill can’t find 
room in the old building for his lat- 
est gadget, whatever it is? 

= 

Gulfport Library News—And wiat’s 
just it. They've got growing pains, 
like the rest of us, but unlike sume 
of us they’re just not applying lini- 
ment to the aches but doing some- 
thing about it. Appearing constantly 
in editorials and a Library Notes Col- 
umn is the slogan: “Help Yourself 
and Your City by Helping Your Li- 
brary Build a New Wing.” The Girl 
Scouts saw that and believed in it, to 
the tune of $6.00 from Troop 17. Let 
no Doubting Thomas sneer at that six 
bucks for it meant a lot to Troop 17 
and it means a lot to Gulfport. These 
girls are future citizens of Gulfport 
and they want to have a part in build- 
ing that new wing. Community co- 
operation means so much more than if 
some “Mr. Big” comes along and gives 
and gives. 

Gulfport really uses its library, as 
witness a report of July, (when most 
libraries are in the doldrums) with 
a circulation of 5,000 volumes and 
2.000 active members listed. More 
power to you, Gulfport ! ! 

in. gy te 

Gainesville is also concerned about 
che lack of library facilities in their 
city. Of course, the, University takes 
care of its people more than adequate- 
ly, but the average citizen in Gaines- 
ville does not fare so well. Not through 
any lack on the part of the librarian, 
Miss Mabel Blackwell, who is doing a 
tremendous job of supplying books; 
for instance, her annual report for 
1951-52 shows a books circulation of 
57,844 volumes, of which 15,937 were 


(Continued on page thirteen) 
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Florida’s State Librarian, Dorothy Dodd, Reports On 


State Library Activities 


The Library Services Bill was pend- 
ing in the House Education and Labor 
Committee when the 82nd Congress 
adjourned on July 7, while the com- 
panion Senate bill was on the Calendar 
and ready for floor action as soon as 
as the House bill should have been re- 
reported out of committee If the Pre- 
sident should call a special session of 
Congress this fall, the bill could be 
passed then. In that event, more let- 
ters to your congressmen would heip 
to achieve its passage. If a special ses- 
sion is not called. the ALA Washing- 
ton Office reports that the same bill 
will be reintroduced early in the first 
session of the next Congress and urg- 
es that, while your Congressman and 
Senator are home, you ask them to 
support the measure. 

ALA also suggests that members o1 
local organizations and clubs whvu are 
interested in improved library service 
should be encouraged to make con- 
tacts with their representatives, since 
citizen interest means a great deal to 
a Congressman. In the meantime, 
thanks are due to those of you who 
wrote to Washington in support of 
the bill during the last session. 

— @ — 

People who Read and Write in- 

stinctively seek the answers to most of 
their problems in books. If they did 
not, we librarians would soon be out 
of business The answers to many of 
a librarian’s own problems are to be 
found in the State Library’s collec- 
tion of professional literature, wnich 
is available on request to any librarian 
in the state. Do you work with chil- 
dren and young people either as a 
school librarian or in a public library? 
Would you like to organize a Friend’s 
of the Library Group? Do you need 
easy-to-follow information on common 
library procedures? Or would you just 
like to catch up on some of the latest 
general library literature, such as the 
reports of the Public Library Inquiry? 
Let us help you help yourself by lend- 
ing you books on these or other pro- 
fessional subjects. A list of available 
titles is in preparation. Until it is 
ready simply request material by 
subject or title, giving the name of 
your library. The loan period is for 
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four weeks. We 
you pay it the other. 


pay postage one way, 


ky Meas 

The American Heritage Project of 
the AL.A is to be continued and ex- 
panded with the aid of a grant of 
$200,000 from the Fund for Adult Edu- 
cation of the Ford Foundation. This 
program of adult discussion groups 
in public libraries on the American 
heritage and its contemporary appli- 
cation was begun on an experimental 
basis last year with a grant of $150.000 
from the same source, Although Flori- 
da is not one of the area’s in which the 
project operates, any public library in 
the state may receive help from the 
project office at ALA Headquarters 
assistance in the form of materials 
and guidance, in conducting adult dis- 
cussion programs on the American 
heritage 

sna. irae 

The National Non-Partisan Register 
and Vote Campaign, material on 
which has been distributed to Flori- 
da libraries by the State Library at 
the request of ALA has as a goal an all- 
time record in registration, voting. The 
campaign launched by the American 
Heritage Foundation and more than 
a score of leading national organiza- 
tions including ALA, affords you an 
opportunity to take part in a nation- 
wide movement to help increase not 


only the number of voters but the 
number of infor-ned voters. There is 
plenty of room for improvement. In 
1948, only 57.5 percent of the register - 
ed voters in Florida participated in 
the presidential election. 

ee, hi 

Florida Voters will pass on eleven 
amendments to the state constitution 
in November. A brief summary oi 
each with an impartial statement cf 
the pros and cons is given in Florida's 
Proposed Constitutional Amendments, 
1952 (Civic Information Series No. 12) 
16 p. obtainable free from the Director 
Public Administration Clearing Se:- 
vice University of Florida in Gaines- 
ville. The official texts of the propos- 
ed amendments can be secured fro.. 
R. A. Gray, Secretary of State Talla- 
hassee. 

— @ 

Horticulture and beekeeping are the 
subjcts of other recent Florida Docu- 
ments that should prove useful in li- 
braries. Propagation of Ornamental 
Plants 56 p., illus, not only ex- 
plains the techniques of the several 
methods of propagation but recom: 
mends the best methods for specific 
plants and includes a table of common 
plant names. It is bulletin 150 of the 
Agricultural Extension Division Gain- 
esville. Bulletin 151, the same agency 
is Beginning Beekeeping 31 p., illus- 
trated. Of interest to gardeners in the 
southern half of the state is Hibiscus 
in Florida 32 pages, illus, Bulletin 467 
of the Agriculture Experiment Station 
Gainesville which lists varieties suit- 
able for Florida planting and gives 
directions for propagation and culti- 
vation. This material is free on request 
from the issuing agencies. 

ae ges 

“Floridiana” is an elastic term 
with us, including anything relating to 
Florida from a chamber of commerce 
folder to a scarce or rare volume. Re- 
cent acquisitions in the latter category 
include Narrative of a Voyage to the 
Spanish Main, in the Ship “Two 
Friends,” London, 1819; Vercheyde 
Scheeps-Togten na Florida, Leyden, 
1706; and Pierre F. X. de Charlevoix, 


(Continued on page sixteen) 
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Zella Adams, our new state director of library extension, 


tells about herself and reports on ALA Conference 


I am a Hoosier by birth, but moved 
+o Palm Beach at the age of seven and 
went through Florida Schools I was 
graduated from Palm Beach High 
School in 1924, and from Florida State 
University (then Fuiorida State Col- 
lege for Women) in 1928, witn an A. 33, 
in English., 

After graduation tollowing the 
urge to be a librarian, I went to In- 
dianapolis and worked in the Indian- 
apolis Public Library for two years. 
Discovering that it was necessary to 
go to library school if I wished to 
make any progress, | borrowed money 
and went to Columbia University, 
School of Library Service graduating 
in 1932. I would have liked to 
have come back to Florida, but 
Florida Libraries were poorer 
then than now. so I took a job with 
The Queens Borough Public Library. 
They put me in the cataloging depart- 
ment, which almost finished me. Then 
they tried me in Children’s Work tor 
a year, that wasn’t so good either. So 
I was put to work in the Extension 
department in charge of a_ small 
branch and loved it. I finally grad- 
uated to a larger branch as first as- 
sistant and then became brancn li- 
brarian. One of my duties was as a 
member of the book reviewing com- 
mittee for eight years. After being in 
Queens for twelve years, I thought 
the time had come to change, so I 
answered an advertisement in the A. 
L. A. Bulletin for an assistant on the 
booklist staff reviewing adult books. 
That was fun and good training, but I 
missed the public and contacts with 
people. Besides I was getting pretty 
tired of cold weather and wearing 
galoshes and heavy coats, so when the 
opportunity offered I decided to come 
back to my native shore in West Palm 
Beach and see what I could do with 
the Memorial Library. In the past five 
years we have managed to increase 
the operating budget from $7000.00 to 
$19,000 and to have gotten $10,000 
worth of improvements on the build- 
ing. More are needed, but I think they 
are off to a good start. 
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Florida at the A. L. A. Conference 
New York, June 29, July 4. 1952 


The American Library Association 
Conference held at the Waldorf Ast- 
oria was a successful and stimulating 
affair. But like so many things in 
New York, it was so big, and there 
was so much going on that you end- 
ed the week with that breathless feel- 
ing and that nagging notion that you 
had missed a great many important 
meetings and that there were a great 
many people that you did not have a 
chance to see. 


Florida was very well represented. 
However, I never found out just now 
many Floridians were running around 
loose in New York that week. Some 
I heard about and never saw, some I 
kept running into over and over again: 


The Miami Public Library probably 
had the biggest group of all, headed 
by Dr. Sessa and Anne McCreurfy. 
Anne reported that there were ten all 
together, but [ never found out who 
they were. Jacksonville Public was re- 
presented by Mr. Marron and Paul 
Noon, I saw Paul only once and never 
saw Mr Marron, and there may have 
been many more. Wesley Summers 
has been with the Jacksonville Li- 
brary for so long that you think of 
him at the same time. He was tuere 
of course. but was busy at the Gaylord 





Booth. Hilda Glaser and Mary Worki- 
zer attended the Pre-Conference Work- 
shop on Books held at Columbia Uni- 
versity, as well as three days of the 
Conference. Orlando sent three staff 
members Clara Wendell, Dottie Lane, 
and Mrs. Claudine Wallace. Rumor 
hath it that Winston Henderson from 
Orlando was at the Pre-Conference 
meeting, but I never verified it. Dr. 
Shores was there from Florida State 
University, I finally saw the bacx of 
his head at a Council meeting, aud I 
ran into Stanley West from the Uni- 
versity of Florida in the corriaur ot 
the United Nations building. 


The Armed Service Libraries of 
Florida were represented by Cather- 
in Dundas from Patrick Air Base in 
Cocoa, Robert Smith from the recentlv 
opened Paim Beach International Air- 
port at West Palm Beach. and the new 
librarian at the reactivated base in 
Orlando, whom I never had the op- 
portunity of meeting. Besides myself, 
Ninette Ste Claire came from the 
Memorial Library in West Palm 
Beach, I only sawNinette three times 
during the whole week, ~ even 
though she stayed at the same nuvtel 
as I. Such is the way of conferences, 
especially when they are held in New 
York and when over 5200 people are 
registered. If I have not included 
some of the Floridians who were in 
New York, please forgive me. I am 
sure there were many more. 

It was nice seeing so many people, 
and especially nice renewing old 
friendships. One particularly was 
John Banister, who used to be a Flori- 
dian, but has since moved to Colum- 
bus Georgia. and is doing a fine joh in 
our neighboring state. 

It was stimulating and fun to spend 
a week in New York. We missed the 
very hot spell, so we could not con: 
plain about the weather, I am sure 
that everyone who was there will 
agree that New Yorkers are as hospi- 
table as they can be, but I for one, 
was glad to return to a place where 
the tempo is a bit slower and the 
weather much better. The nights are 
cool anyway. 


. 
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A Special Section for 


Reference Librarians 


Helga Eason writes — 


Has the enthusiasm shown at the 
Reference Librarian’s breakfast during 
the Miami convention waned? I for 
one, doubt it. Yet, the proposal for a 
Reference Round Table which was so 
heartily endorsed by all who attended 
has failed to eventuate in participa- 
tion. 


The form of participation agreed 
upon, it may be remembered, was the 
dissemination of useful information 
about problems encountered in doing 
a good job of reference. This includes 
sources of information, devices for 
improving efficiency of service, and 
ideas (in the form of questions or 
statements) which make a hid for de- 
velopment via the “Round Table.” 


There are no doubt many reasons 
for not following through on ‘this. But 
good reasons, like poor excuses, are,an 


(And Aren’t We All) 


phase of library development in Flori- 
da. The importance of responding to 
this venture does not reside in the de- 
gree of worthiness your contribution 
May or may not have as copy for this 
magazine, but in the imaginative pos- 
sibilities of such a beginning effort to- 
ward mutual help through correspond- 
ence. Here’s an example: 


Mrs. Helga H. Eason 

Chairman, Reference Round Table 
Miami Public Library 

1 Biscayne Blvd. 

Miami, Florida 


Should libraries buy the “Great 
Books of the Western World” publish- 
ed by Britannica? The index termed 
the “syntopican” makes this publica- 
tion worth some pro and con consi- 
deration. So does the fact that Britan- 
nica is considering ceasing publication 
of the set because of poor sales. The 
price may be, at first glance, the decid- 


wanting the set made an effort to get 
it asa gift from a local organization? 

Let’s recall some of the inspiration 
and enthusiasm we felt at the time we 
resolved to have a Reference Round 
Table and put it into effect by drop- 
ping post cards and letters regularly to 
Mrs. Helga H. Eason, Chairman of the 
Reference Round Table. 


“Red” Henderson interrupts his 
Northwoods vacation to write — 


In view of the enthusiasm shown at 
the Reference Breakfast, the response 
to the suggestions made for a Refer- 
ence Round Table page has been dis- 
appointing. We realize, however, that 
vacations have given all librarians ex- 
tra duties; that personnel has been 
shifted from one position to another, 
that reorganization for better results 





effective impasse to an important ing factor ($250.00). Has any library (Continued on next page) 
The following questions were posed in the questionnaire sent 
out before the F. L. A. Convention. The percentage of answers to 
9 this questionnaire showed that 95% of you were interested in a 9 
. practical answer to question 1; 90% to question 2; 93% to question > 
3, and 100% to question 4. Please send us your answer to any one 
or all of these problems. 
9 1. What kind of Ready Reference file (cards noting “hard to y 
° find” material) do you have? : 
2. Do you answer “quiz” questions? 
9 3. How do you collect and prepare material about Florida? 9 


4. What is the basis for a good small reference collection and 
when and how do you add new editions? 


September 1952 





Send Your Answer by November Ist 


Page Nine 





is perhaps, in process; that clubs, story 
hours and various programs have kept 
all librarians working hectically this 
summer. 

We appreciate the help of you librar- 
ians who gave suggestions and urge 
that now that vacation time is over, 
you send us all the suggestions and 
questions that have been chasing 
around in your heads all summer, 
eager to be put down on paper. 

The Reference Round Table is a 
grass-roots organization. A great deal 
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Young People/Platt & Munk 
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FOR LIBRARIANS WHO LIKE THiS SPECIAL SECTION 


ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA 24 vols. 14th edition (used) 
ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA 29 vols. 11th edition (used) 
COMPTON’S PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA 1944. 15 vols. (used) 
MERRIAM WEBSTER UNABR. DICTIONARY, latest ed. (used) 
THE COLUMBIA ENCYCLOPEDIA, 1 vol. 1951 


VAN NOSTRAND SCIENTIFIC ENCYCLOPEDIA (used) 
Fraser’s GOLDEN BOUGH 13 vols. 1952/Macmillan 
GREAT PAINTINGS IN AMERICA/Coward 

Chase FAMOUS PAINTINGS, Intro. to Art for 


Rogers THE SHELL BOOK/Branford 


Rand McNally COSMOPOLITAN WORLD ATLAS 
Lee HANDBOOK EARLY AMER. PRESSED GLASS 
PATTERNS, ’46 autograph paper 


Goggin SPACE & TIME PERSPECTIVE. ST. JOHN’S 
ARCHEOLOGY, FLA. paper ’52 


James ALL THE WORLD AIRCRAFT ’41 (shelfworn) 


Pyles WORDS & WAYS OF AMER. ENGLISH ’52 (Fla. aut.) 3.50 2. 65 
Small SHRUBS OF FLORIDA, o p 


FLORIDA ARCHITECTURE OF ADDISON MIZENER, o. p. net 
— Above prices plus transportation charges — 


Write us YOUR Library Buying Problems 


All library book services at usual library discounts 


* Publishers 24 
{ST UNIVERSITY AVENUE 


| Che Hlorida Book Store, Inc. 





of excellent theoretical, academic ma- 
terial on Reference work can be found 
easily. Practical suggstions from work- 
ing librarians are harder to come by. 
We need each other’s help, and Flori- 
da Libraries, edited by the alert, and 
progressive Barbara Webb Larkin. is 
just the place to center the distribu- 
tion of jdeas 


Won’t you answer the questions on 
this page and send in others? How 
about other practical suggestions for 
this, your page? 


List Library 
Price Price 


80.00 
30.00 
47.50 
20.00 
24.00 
17.00 
15.00 9.00 
55.00 40. 00 
20.00 5.95 


30.00 


3.50 2.80 


Willey ARCHEOLOGY OF FLORIDA GULF COAST/Smithsonian net 4.15 
Cruickshank FLIGHT INTO SUNSHINE, Bird Experiences 


| 
| in Florida/Macmillan 
| Vilas FLORIDA MARINE SHELLS/Bobbs 


1500 10.00 
Covarrubias MEXICO SOUTH, The Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec/Knopf (used) 8.50 5.00 
Freeman GEORGE WASHINGTON, 2 vols., boxed/Scribner 15.00 1000 
Haydn & Fuller THESAURUS OF BOOK DIGESTS 
/Crown (used) 5.00 3.00 
Bartlett FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS, 12th ed./Little 8.00 6.00 


12.50 9.37 
2.50 195 


2.00 1.70 
19.00 9.00 


net af 
10 00 


| 
| 
| 
| 
6.50 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Sheet Music 
GAINESVILLE, FLA. | 
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Answered From 
Our June Issue 


Question: What is your method of 
answering legal and medical ques- 
tions? 


Answer: 

1. “The policy of the reference de- 
partment is to aid the public in any- 
way possible, and we make no excep- 
tions to medical and legal questions, if 
the material wanted is to be found in 
our collection. We do not, however, 
have extensive collections on either of 
these subjects and the patron is some- 
times referred to the local law library 
or medical library. Patrons are occa- 
sionally reminded that medical books 
are soon out of date and that only a 
physician will know of the treatment 
an individual case requires. We do 
not attempt to interpret law to pat- 
rons. We feel. however, that if the ma- 
trial is available, patrons are free to 
consult it, if they so desire.” 


Mr. J. F Marron, Librarian, Jackson- 
ville, Fla. Free Public Library, Aug. 
26, 1952. 


2. “In answer to a question involving 
law, we give the reader a dictionary, 
encyclopedia, or one of the Legal Al- 
manac Series. If the question is com- 
plex, we suggest that they go to the 
excellent University of Miami Law 
School Library or consult the Legal 
Aid Society. If the patron telephones 
we ask him to come to the library to 
see the books himself as it is very easy 
to misinterpret notes taken when a 
passage is read over the telephone. In 
the case of a medical question we give 
the reader a medical dictionary or en- 
cyclopedia If the quesion is difficult 
or involved, we refer him to the Jack-: 
son Memorial Hospital Library. 


Mrs. Jean D. Hollstien, Ref. Librarian 
Coral Gables Public Library, Coral 
Gables Florida, Aug. 28, 1952 


—o- 


3. “The answers to legal questions, 
as given by a library, should be strict- 
ly on an informative basis. Because 
the librarian is not trained in law and 
does pot have the background know- 
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ledge to interpret the text or make any 
comment. the service rendered the pa- 
tron should be limited to locating the 
subject of law for the patron to read 
in a book. 


“If the patron is not satisfied with 
this service, he should be recommenda- 
ed to an organization which would 
help him, such as the Federal, State, 
Municipal or charitable agencies con- 
cerned with the legal matter. If the 
problem is a personal one, the patron 
should be advised to consult an attor- 
ney. If the patron is without funds, 
most Bar Associations in the larger 
cities have Legal Aid Counsel for this 
purpose. 


“If telephone information on legal 
matters is requested, the patron should 
be advised to come to the library to 
examine the matter for himself.” 


John E. Cicero, Acting City Attorney 
County Court House (Dade) Miami, 
Florida. Aug. 28. 1952. 


4 “T feel that a librarian, when ask- 
ed a medical question, can give the 
patron a dictionary or encyclopedia 
containing a definition or simple ex: 
planation of a term. She may even ex- 
plain the more simple words. How- 
ever, when answering a question for 
a patron who is in the library or for 
one who telephones in, she must em- 
phasize that it is not the library’s ex- 
planation that is being given but that 
of the book which is written by an 
authority. She must not give an opin- 
ion nor any advice; this should be 
made clear to this patron. 


“If patron doesn’t understand the 
explanation of the book given him, he 
should again consult his physician as 
to the meaning, or if he desires, he 
may consult his local medical associa- 
tion.” 


Dr. Benjamin G. Oren, Vice President 


FOR SALE 

Two sets of the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica, Ninth editions. (One) with 
American Revisions, Additions, and 
index, 27 volumes published by 
Werner and Co., 1894. (Two) with 
24 volumes, published by Charles 
Scribner, 1878, without index or re- 
visions. 

OCALA PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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Dade County Medical Association. 
Miami, Florida August 29, 1952. 


Question: How do you protect your 
reference material against mutilation? 

Answers: 

1. “We are able to watch the refer- 
ence room from our checking desk— 
we do not have too much trouble 


here.” 
Bess McGill Palatka Library Palatka 
Florida. August 29, 1952. 

2. “We are anxious to get help along 
that line, too. We do find that for ma- 
terial in special reference collections 


it is a help to have the patron sign 
for the book he uses and return it to 
the desk. Then the assistant checks it 
while he waits. For general reference 
material I just don’t know how to pre- 
vent mutilation unless a staff member 
keeps passing by the table where it 
is being used often and lets the patron 
realize she is watching. We haven’t 
had much of that kind of damage re- 
cently, but have had some heartbreak- 
ing destruction in the past” 


Miss Lucia M. Tryon, Pensacola Free 
Public Library. Pensacola, Florida. 
August 25, 1952. 


SOS! HELP! SOS! 


As some of you may know, for the 
past three years the Miami Public Li- 
brary has been building a Florida Au- 
thor Collection for the use of Scholars 
and writers and to be used in displays 
It includes autographed books, manu- 
scripts, galleys, working copies, photo- 
graphs of and chatty biographies by 
the authors, 


One big problem connected with 
this project is. Wno are Florida Auth- 
ors? It is easy enougn to say that ii 
an author has a hoine in Fiorida for 
the year or for the season, he 1s auto. 
matically eligibie for inclusion in our 
collection. But, what of tnose writers 
who have lived here in the past wno 
now have homes in other states? We 
have not solved this problem. but at 
present, we do the following; In a let- 
ter to an author, we explain rather 
fully the purpose of our collection. If 
the author sends us the chatty biogra- 
ph that we have requested of him and 


any material for the collection. we 
include him. 


Will you reference librarians give us 
some help? Will you send us a list of 
authors, of published books, poetry, 
short stories, any kind of writing in 
fact in your community? If you will 
help us complete this list, we wili 
be glad to publish it on this page 
when it is finished, if you wish. Please 
send the name. address (if you give 
us a street number we promise the au- 
tnor not to give it to anyone without 
permission) and the title of one or two 
of the writers published works to Mrs. 
Helga Eason, Librarian, Florida Auth- 
or Collection, Miami Public Library. 

The local history librarian of the 
Toledo Public Library told me that 
the Ohio Library Association keeps 
a list like this, and that every year li- 
brarians all over the state automatical- 
ly adds their area’s new authors. Per- 
haps, we too, can keep such a perman- 
ent list. 


WANTED 


Help and encouragement to esta- 
blish this special reference section 
as a regular feature of Florida La- 
braries. We know you like it. 
Many readers have volunteered the 
belief it is the most constructive ef- 
fort to appear in these pages. Re- 


sponse between now and Nov. Ist is 
of the greatest importance. Write 
your postal card, letter, comment, 
or question immediately to save 
this department from ending in a 


very small 
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News About The 


School & Children’s Libraries 


Sue Begley, Editor 


In the summer children’s tancy 
lightly turns to thoughts of ... read- 
ing in Florida. Many libraries follow 
definite themes and programs for 
summer reading Children earn di- 
plomas and keep records as they read 
according to their own interests and 
desires. 


Dorothy Lane in Orlando had an 
“Under the Stars and Stripes Club” 
Each child received a flag booklet— 
a typewriter sheet folded in half with 
red construction paper stripes and a 
blue field in the upper corner. Each 
time a club member read a book, he 
pasted a little silver star on his flag. 
Inside the folded sheet was written 
the child’s name, school, grade, and 
list of books read. The flag booklets 
are awarded as the various schools 
reopen in the fall. Dotty chose this 
theme this year to tie in with the ALA 
Anniversary theme “Our American 
Heritage.” 

Ninette Ste. Claire in West Falm 
Beach tells us that the renovation of 
their library hindered them in an ac- 
tive children’s program for the sum- 
mer, but her last year’s program 
sounded so interesting we’ll tell you 
about it. The theme was “The Ancient 


Dear Librarian 


and Honorable Order of Bookworms.” 
A race track was set up in the cnil- 
dren’s room. Each one who joined re- 
ceived a cut out of a worm which was 
placed at the start. Each time a cuild 
read and reviewed a book, his worm 
moved nearer the goal which was a 
large book. The awards given to the 
winners were autographed copies of 
the Newbery and Caldecott Awards of 
1951, 

In St Petersburg, Myrtle Wunder- 
lich reports a very busy summer in 
the children’s library. Although no 
special theme is emphasized during 
the summer, special projects were 
planned and successfully carried out. 
Among these were a weekly story 
hour for preschool and primary grade 
children and a puppet show put on 
by the Junior League. Both of these 
were highly successful. The children’s 
room was moved in June from the 
library basement where it had been 
for twenty years to the large second 
floor reading room of the St. Peters- 
burg Public Library. Miss Wunder- 
lich reports that the children are 
pleased with their attractive new’ 
quarters. 


In the spring, your reporter was in 


Miami and saw the preparations for 
the summer reading. Each child was to 
have an attractive booklet in which 
to keep his list of books read during 
the summer. There were book lists 
printed for each grade level in the 
form of bookmarks, which had appeal- 
ing drawings and pictures on them 
made and printed by the staff them- 
selves. 

In Jacksonville where your reporter 
is children’s librarian we followed the 
theme of Robin Hood this year. Each 
child had his own target and as he 
read books he placed arrows (made 
from pins and construction paper) in 
his own target. Records were kept, 
parties were given for the children 
who read diplomas were given from 
one branch and prizes were given to 
those who read the most books in an- 
other branch. 


This is not a complete picture of 
work with children of Florida through 
the Public Libraries. However, we are 
sure it gives you an idea of the work 
of the Children’s librarians for sum- 
mer work with children. We expect 
more news from the School and Chil- 
dren’s Librarians for the next is- 
sue of Florida Libraries 





About the book TOUCHDOWN GLORY. I loaned it to a boy named 
Ralph Black i am very sorry that I loaned it to him my mother didn’t 
like my loaning it to him. I don’t know where he lives but his card 
is at the library when I got it he said he wanted to read it so 
when i got through reading it I let him read it i don’t kno what he 
done with it but if he hase’nt got it he might have loned it toa 
boy named Teddy Hatch I don’t know whether he’s card is at the 
library or not but i grant you one thing I wont let anyobdy else read 
them but if they want to read it they will just have to check it 
out from the library like I did I hope your no mad with me for letting 
the boy read it but I wont do it any more. 


Sincerely you’rs 
T. H. G. (Slim) 


P. S. Andy Keebles might have it his card is at the library 
NOTE: The book was returned. 


(Thanks to Sue Begley .We’ve changed the names, but the document 
is authentic. Won’t you send us another for a series of Light Moments?) 
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More About the Lady on Our Cover... 
Flower Gardening Is Her Hobby 


Mrs. Frances G. Parsons, head li- 
brarian of the Miami Public Library, 
who for sixteen years supervised the 
building of the city system, retired on 
July 1st. She had tendered her resig- 
nation the year before when the 
main library moved into the $1,070,000 
Memorial Public Library in Bayfront 
Park, but at that time she was per- 
suaded to remain and supervise the 
gigantic task of moving books and 
equipment into the new building. 

Mrs. Parsons, a graduate of Wesvern 
Reserve school of Library Science, had 
worked in the New York Public Li- 
brary, the Cleveland Public Library, 
and the Tampa Public Library. She 
was brought from the latter in 1938 
to organize the Miami Public Library. 
Later she gathered the several smail 
libraries in the city, which were spon- 
sored by the neighborhood organiza- 
tions, into a system under the aus- 
pices of the city of Miami. 

For the next sixteen years, with the 
aid of a staff which admired her re- 
serve, her persistence in the face of 
small budgets, her ability, her kind- 
ness, and her sense of humor, she 
built the library on a sound founda- 
tion. 


Mrs. Parson’s retirement is a loss 
not only to the City of Miami, but also 
to the local and state professional or- 
ganizations. She has taken a promin- 
ent part in the Dade County Library 
Association, in which she was presi- 
dent in 1950, and the Florida Library 
Association in which she served on 
the Action Committee. She was also 
active in the Historical Association of 
Southern Flcrida, the American As- 
sociation of University Women and 
the Soroptomists, 

Always a flower lover, Mrs. Parsons 
can now give full vent to her hobby 
and raise hibiscus and other Florida 
Flora to her heart’s content. 

Dr. Frank B Sessa, Director of the 
Miami Public Library has announced 
the following changes in the staff: Mrs. 
Anne B. McCreary, former supervisor 
of branchs, is now Assistant Director 
of the Library. Miss Anne Singleton, 
formerly librarian of the Bartow 
(Florida) Public Library will join 
our staff about September Ist, as 
Young Peoples’ Librarian. Mrs. Mary 
Louise McLendon, Childrens’ Librar- 
ian has resigned to move to Jackson- 
ville to which her husband has been 
transferred, 


Paul Noon Sends General News 
Of the Jacksonville Library Picture 


Miss Dorothy Crews has been trans- 
ferred to the Jacksonville Public Li- 
brary’s Southside Branch to succeed 
Mr. Wesley Summers as Librarian 
there. Miss Crews, a graduate of the 
University of North Caroline Library 
School has been Librarian at the Wil- 
low Branch Library. 

Mr. Lee Trimble is now Librarian of 
the Jacksonville system’s Willow 
Branch Library. Mr. Trimble received 
his library degree from the Emory 
University Library School. He assumed 
his duties on September Ist of this 
year. 

Mr. Robert Langlois became Profes- 
sional Grade 3 Librarian in charge of 
the Audio-Visual Division of the 
Jacksonville Public Library on Sep- 
tember 1, 1952. 

Miss Elizabeth Van Dohlen, Chil- 
dren’s Librarian at Jacksonvile’s Wil- 
low Branch Library is on leave of ab- 
sence to take her Master’s Degree at 


September 1952 


the University of North Carolina Li- 
brary School. Her successor until 
July 1, 1953 is Mrs. Alfred Mosher, a 
graduate of the University of Minne- 
sota Library School who has had vari- 
ed experience in children’s work, first 
with a county library in the State of 
Washington, and more recently as a 
children’s librarian in the Portiand, 
Oregon, Public Library. 

Mrs. Emma Porter retires as Ii- 
brarian of the Springfield Brancn of 
the Jacksonville Public Library on 
November 3, 1952. Mr. Ben Lester 
(William & Mary Lbrary School) 
who has been in charge of the Li- 
brary’s Audio-Visual Division will be 
her successor. 

Mr. Joseph F. Marron, Chief Librar- 
ian of the Jacksonville Public Library 
announced a keen local interest in the 
recently inaugurated Record Loan 


(Continued on page sixteen) 


= More Public Library 
News... 


(Continue@d from page siz) 


juvenile. They have book stock of 
14.417 volumes and would have more 
if there were only a place to put 
them. Members of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Club, which sponsored the ori- 
ginal building, are now backing a 
move for a new building and a larger 
staff and more books to take care ot 
Gainesville’s needs. Mrs. Ida Keeling 
Cresap, chairman of the Literary De- 
partment of the Twentieth Century 
Club (which we learn is the Woman’s 
Club of Gainesville), pointed out to 
the city commissioners recently how 
inadequate are the present facilities 
of the library In her plea Mrs. Cresap 
said that the library now reaches the 
standards set for a city of 3,000, but 
that Gainesville has a permanent pop- 
ulation of 22,500. Mrs Cresap is a 
past-president of the F. L. A. and we 
know full well what an appeal she can 
make. Gainesville will get abetter pub- 
lic library, of that we are assured. 


Down in Venice, the Woman’s Club 
has moved into a new building and 
along with them went the library. lor- 
mal openings are planned for this 
fall. and we’re looking forward to at- 
tending. Venice is fortunate in having 
three ex-librarians among their club 
members (and, of course, they’re on 
the library committee, so will watch 
with great interest the progress of 
this library.) 


Up in Leesburg the Chamber o? 
Commerce has adopted a_ six-point 
vrogram for improving their city. And 
(you guessed it) heading the list is 
the construction of a new library. We 
judge from the clippings that the li- 
brary will be combined with a recreat- 
ational building, and we think that’s 
a fine idea. Recreation can mean more 


than just ping-pong tables and bridge 
games. 


There’s a lesson in the story of the 
Madison Public (County?) Library as 
reported by Mrs. R. L. Millnor and her 
letter was so interesting that we’d like 
to quote it with minor editing: “ even 


(Continued on next page) 
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t= More Public Library 
News... 


(Continued from page thirteen) 


tho we aren’t active right now, we 
have some wonderful plans, and in the 
very near future, will be in our Own 
building. It’s rather a long story; one 
that shows that perserverance. pati- 
ence, along with hard work finally 
has its reward. We have operated a 
public library in Madison since idve, 
when we organized with the Woman’s 
Club as sponsor. A smail donation 
from the County Commissioners en- 
abled us to buy some new books, and 
later we wre given aid from the W. 
P. A.—the State Supervisors (W. i. A.) 
were very helpful and with donations 
of books and some money, the Li- 
brary became a very popular county 
asset. Books were borrowed from the 
extension section of the State Library 
in Tallahassee and that was very 
helpful. We operated in an old county 
building, which was sold last year. . ° 
then our troubles began. At first the 
buyers allowed us to remain in twc 


rooms, until we could find a place. 
Finding nothing available we hau to 
pack up the books, store our furni- 
ture and books, and that’s the situa- 
tion today.” “Second Story: Club 
u-qmbers, citizens of town and county 
held meetings, talked and began meet- 
ing with the County Commission for 
heip in getting a place to operate. 
About this time a new jail was com- 
pleted. (Ed. note: And right here we 
wondered if the library was going to 
be housed wiih the jail). . .the old jail, 
with nice grounds and very centrally 
located was leit vacant. It was county 
property so here was our chance! We 
uaunted those men (the county com- 
missioners) and they have given us 
the building and with it a nice ap- 
propriation for repairs, etc.... A gar- 
den club has taken on the landscaping 
as their project for the year... anda 
new home for the Madison Library is 
assured.” 


Mrs. Millinor has worked for tue li- 
brary ever since 1938, and reading be- 
tween the lines of her most interest- 
ing letter we decided that she’s done it 
for love, and love alone, or if there 
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CLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDINGS 


BY 


A CERTIFIED LIBRARY BINDERY 


x 


ART GUILD BINDERY, INC. 


324 EAST NINTH STREET 


x 
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CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 


has been any recompense, it’s been 
miniscule. .. you know it’s librarians 
like Mrs, Millinor who will raise Flori- 
da from its ignominious place in the 
national picture to one at which we 
can point with pride. Thank you, Mrs, 
Millinor, not for what you’ve done 
for Madison but for the state as well, 
and for giving other “little” places the 
encouragement they need. 


A perfectly delightful letter from 
Mrs. Louise Amory now summering at 
Robin’s Run, Mass., but once cf 
the Johann Fust Library in Boca 
Grande. (it was somewhat of a coin- 
cicence that an item appeared ir Sat 
Review of Literature May 31, 1952, in 
Trade Winds about this library just 
when we'd gone to press, . . too bad we 
couldn’t have been the fustest with 
the fust. . .) She writes: “The Boca 
Grande Library is a sort of a dream 
come true—especially for my husband, 
(Roger) who has aways longet to 
build a small public library and run 
it—so to speak.” Taking as a nucieus 
their own library of classical litera- 
ture they have added recent editions 
of the encyclopedias, children’s classics 
and the latest books for the kiddies 
enjoyment . we're intrigued by 
“we buy several hundred of the cur- 
rent fiction and non-fiction books 
every year as they come out and add 
them to our carts which are rolled 
out every day into our entrance 
breeze-way, where the books are 
given out.” 


They have been given a wonderful 
collection of books and many ex- 
cellent new reference books on music 
(you know they, the Amory’s have a 
wonderful collection of records and 
play these for the enjoyment of the 
public’every Sunday afternoon in the 
patio of the library.) There’s also a 
museum. . . Mr. Amory has collected 
a lot of valuable books about books 
and printing and these are on display 
at the library. The Papyrus, the voat- 
bookmobile, which plies the waters 
around Boca Grande has toured as far 
as Maine, according to Mrs. Amory. 
it sleeps two besides the captain but 
when on book duty has vortable book- 
racks which are s2t up on the deck 
house and are filled with about 50 as- 
sorted books. which are changed every 
week. They also have aboard a com- 
plete card catalog of the library on 
shore so that anyone can order any 
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book they desire. Readers according to 
Mrs. Amory are of an assorted vari- 
ety. winter tourists, hotel staff, chick- 
en farmers (what are they doing 
on islands), guides fishermen, store 
keepers, etc.—Some are very rich and 
some are very poor. But the same 
pooks are popular, no matter what 
their backgrounds. We do want to see 
this library. 
a 

Did you notice in the S. E. L. A. 
News-Letter that Georgia, North 
Carolina and Florida (in the order 
named) are leading the membership 
list? Why can’t Florida lead them al} 
instead of being third out of 14 states? 
It’s up to each member to enlist new 
members from your own staff, you 
know. 

i ap 

We always learn something from 
“Library Notes” published by the 
Friends of the Library of Orlando, 
and edited by Mary Jeanne Hender- 
son (She wouldn’t be the better half of 
“Red” Henderson, able assisant-direct- 
of the Orlando Library System?) Any- 
way, back in June Orlando had an 
Open House and over 200 persons ai- 
tended. Not an overwhelming crowd, 
but enough to show that people are in- 
terested in what their library is doing. 
Gifts are always coming the way of 
Orlando and the most recent is a set 
of recordings for learning to speak 
German, but the best part of this gift 
was that a phonograph was included: 






sin, Nig 
Booker T. Washington Branch of 
the Orlando Library has its own 
Friends of the Library and they have 
really been working. Plans are under 
way for a new bulding, but they’re 


FICTION SPECIALISTS 
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*Out-of-Print Fiction 
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Over 150,000 titles in stock 


Nathaniel Dame and Co. 
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not waiting for new quarters to really 
get going already they have had a 
children’s hour, complete with story 
ielling and refreshments (you know 
that’s one way of getting youngsters to 
the library), and they’re starting a 
phonograph record collection for the 
branch, 


on 

Dade City has a new library board. 
Miss Dorothy Lock is the new presi- 
dent of Hugh Embry Memorial Li- 
brary Association, with Mrs. J .S 
Burks as secretary and Mrs. Waldo 
Richardson, treasurer. Other Board 
members ars Mrs. George C. Dayton, 
Mrs. C. A. Lock, Mrs. Wardlaw Jon- 
es, Mrs. T. B. Forsburg, Mrs. Oscar 
Hettema and Mrs. J. S. Williams. Mrs. 
Waldo Richardson will double as trea- 
surer and librarian, and that’s a per- 
fect set-up, we think! 

odin’ fg ene 

Lucia Tryon up in Pensacola has 
the darndest luck. . . she has a fire but 
no appreciable damage! ! ! Seems th: 
firemen in Pensacola are library- 
minded or something. . anyway when 
lightning struck the library at 4:15 
a. m. (not even the most ardent re- 


























































searcher nor the most eager-beaver li- 
brarian would be on duty at this hour): 
these alert fire-fighters threw tar- 
paulins over the books, then put out 
the fire, and there was no water dam- 
are to the books. The roof and ceiling 
were burned, and the new decora- 
tion job (finished just before Christ- 
mas) came out slightly scorched but 
the insurance took care of everything, 
and Pensacola could celebrate the 
opening of their new branch with fly- 
ing colors. Reluctantly, Lucia admits 
that they had to be closed for ten 
days while repairs were unde: 


way. 
Ten days .. haw. we’d have wangled 
a month! ! ! 
ee 
Down Miami way there’s news 


both good and bad. The bad is that 
Mrs. Frances G. Parsons has retired. 
Mrs. Parsons was librarian of the 
Miami Public Library for many years 
and because of her untiring efforts 
Miami can now point with pride to 
their beautiful new building. We sin- 
cerely hope that Mrs. Parsons will 
not retire from F. L. A. 


The good news is that Anne B. Mc- 


(Continued on page nineteen) 
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Prolonged interest of Florida cata- 
logers in joining together for mutual 
benefit culminated in the organization 
of the Florida Catalogers’ Roundtable, 
in Miami, April 15, 1952. 


Mrs. Charles A. Edmonds. Univer- 
sity of Miami, presided over the 
fourth Florida Catalogers’ Breakfast, 
at the MacAllister Hotel and directed 
the organization procedure. Under the 
terms of the new constitution of 
F. L. A. provision was made for 
roundtables, and on the motion of 
Miss Elizabeth Peeler, University of 
Miami, the group voted to petition 
F. L. A. for recognition. Through cor- 
respondence with the Council of Reg- 
ional Groups of the Division of Cata- 
loging and Classification of A. L. A. 
it had been determined that, minimum 
membership of ten; dues of five cents 
ver member, the adoption of consti- 
tution and by-laws, and at least one 
meeting per year were requirements 
for affiliation with that group. 


Florida Catalogers’ Roundtable had 
a petitioning membership of nineteen 
set its annual dues at twenty-.ive 
cents per member, and expects to meet 
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Florida Catalogers Now Have Round Table 


tor breakfast sometime during each 
session of Fiorida Library Association. 
When the Constitution and by-laws 
are adopted, the group will be eligible 
to become one of the Division of 
Cataloging and Classification Region: 
al groups. 

Two time saving devices in catalog- 
ing were discussed as part of the 
Breakfast program. Miss Grace Daffin, 
Miami Public Library explained how 
that library was verifying cataloging 
information from Library of Congress 
proof sheets, and then producing cards 
on a multilith machine so that cata- 
loging was not delayed until L. C 
printed cards were available. Miss 
Imogene Hixon and Miss Eleanor Lu- 
cas of the University of Florida, de- 
scribed that library’s pastime collec- 
tion and the brief cataloging done for 
it by the IBM cards 

The group elected as officers for 
1952-53, Mrs. Edmonds, chairman and 
Mrs. Claudine Wallace, Albertson Pub- 
lic Library, Orlando, secretary and 
treasurer. Mrs. Wallace represented 
Florida Catalogers at the luncheon of 
Regional Groups held in New York 
during the A. L, A. meeting in June. 


library furniture 


Keeping pace with today’s 
concepts of functional design 
in library interiors is one of 
our principal functions. 


May we offer our suggestions 
on how to put New Life in 
your library? 


REPRESENTING IN FLORIDA 
JOHN E. SJOSTROM COMPANY 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
P. K. SMITH & CO. 


326-34 Central Avenue 


ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 
(Pinellas County) 






= More on State Library 


(Continued from page seven) 


A Voyage to North America, Under. 
taken by Command of tne King of 
k'rance, Dublin, 1/66, Zz vois. ‘ine pur- 
cnase Of titles sucn as tnese 1s justitied 
only for large Florida couections, Du» 
any hbrary might well consider buy- 
ing the rouowing Currelt pudicauons 
lor its Fiormda Sue; nube Aliyn, Wa- 
ver Wagon, Farrar, Suaus and Young, 
>3.5U; Wiltred ‘1. Nei #ioridas Semi- 
nole Indians, Ross Allen's Reptile In- 
stitute; Sulver Springs, Fiorida, $2.00 
and if you do not have first edition or 
need another copy, C. N, Vilas, Fiorida 
Marine Snelis Bobbs-Merrill, $4.00 
eS ee 

Questionnaires tor the 1952-1953 
Florida Library Directory and Statis- 
tics will soon be sent to all public h- 
braries .The response iast year was 
excellent and we hope, with your con- 
tinued cooperation, to have even better 
coverage this year. 

dik nla bid 

Speaking of Statistics here are some 
from the State Library for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1952, Expenses: 
salaries, $22,346.56; expenses (includ. 
ing $6,582.93 for books and _ periodi- 
cals), $9,864.63; total, $32,211.19. Ac- 
quisitions: accessioned and cataloged 
books and pamphlets, 2,239; U. § 
government publications, 2,002; Flori- 
da state documents (including mimeo- 
graphed daily releases), 1,776; total, 
6,017. Circulation; extension loans (64 
group, 61 individual), 6,396; interli- 
brary loans, 46; loans in Tallahassee, 
21,676. 








k= More Jax News 


(Continued from page thirteen) 


Service which began on September 
Ist, 1952, On the first day 26 records 
were circulated. The collection includ- 
es records for adults and for children. 

Mrs, Dorothy Smith became Librar- 
ian of Jacksonville’s Bolles School on 
September Ist. Mrs. Smith holds a de- 
gree in Library Science from Emory 
University and has done advanced 
work at the Western Reserve Library 
School in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Sister M. Benignus, S. S. J., a gradu- 
ate of St. Catherine’s Library School, 
St. Paul, Minnesota is Librarian of the 
new Catholic Central High School 
Jacksonville, Florida. 





Florida Libraries 


—_ saan ee aor a O28 Ge ce Ga 






03 
\S- 
li- 
as 


oe 





Vacations and their aftermath have 
played havoc wiih our deadline for 
this issue. Copy was tate and some of 
it, long promised, never appeared at 
all. Consequently a lot of items scatter- 
ed through these pages should be 
gathered into this fold. However, they 
were written to fill space and we are 
too worn out to try to pull them all m- 
to this department. 


Public Librarians are reminded that 
the Public Library Section meeting 
of the Southeastern Library Associa- 
tion is scheduled at the very beginning 
of the conference. Thursday, October 
30 at 2 p. m., announced date and time 
Advance indications are that enough 
Florida librarians from our various 
sections will be in Atlanta to hold a 
little state convention, if time perinits 
which it probably won't. 

For December we have some good 
features planned. We hope to have a 
new chairman of the College Library 
Section functioning then to give us 
news of doings in those echelons, Alice 
Pearce who has just taken over as Li- 
brary Consultant in the Department 
of Education promises some informa- 
tion on her new job. Zella Adams is 
already breezing around the state, 
drumming up trade for her extension 
efforts, and should have informal news 
of her trips. We understand she wishes 
even now that she were twins or trip- 
lets, Dick Neidhart of the University 
Press staff in Gainesville is going to 
give us an illustrated article on this 
comparatively new, lively and con- 
structive department of th University 
of Florida. Dr, Louis Shores is going 
to write on “One Library,” demon- 

strating that diverse as are our efofrts 
they are all toward one goal. 


Letters to our advertisers are especi- 
ally needed. Next time you order from 
an advertiser represented in our col- 
ums won’t you added a little note tu 
the effect that you appreciate his sup- 
port of our state journal? What would 
you think of setting up a special shelf 
of University of Florida Press books/ 
This ought to be wonderful promo- 
tion among winter visitors. The Flori- 
da Book Store advertisement is quite 
frankly a trial balloon and repeat ad- 
vertising there will depend pretty 
much on at least one enquiry and 
twenty times one would be very fine 
indeed. 
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The Editor’s Own Subject Headings 


The special reference section deserv- 
és your support. Just about the time 
Helga Eason was in the doldrums for 
copy Winston Henderson took time 
out trom his vacation to write her 
some encouragement, adaing in a per- 
sonal note, “I am a long way from 
home but vacation time is no excep- 
tion to the library way of thought.” 
On this letter Mrs. Eason commented, 
“Mr. Henderson is a real friend of the 
Reference Round Table and a true li- 
brarian. Notice the address from 
which he sent his letter. His appeal is 
so much better than mine. It also 
carries quite a bit of prestige.” We 
thought the appeals so good that we 
used ’em both. 


Florida Library Association Dues 
run from December to December un- 
der the ruling made at the last state 
convention. In your December issue 
of the journal you will find a complete 
membership list for 1952, and also 
the names of those who have paid for 
1953. Before mailing the journal in 
December we shall prune away those 
librarians who have not paid dues. We 





had to remove from this month’s mail- 
ing a number of members-in-arrears, 
but we shall mail copies of the Sep- 
tember journal to all who remit be- 
tween now and the next issue, In gen- 
eral the response to mailing of state- 
ments has been excellent and our pre- 
sent financial position on September 
26 as we go to press is even better 
than the statement shows. We want to 
try to get away from the custom of 
large collections of dues at the annual 
conventions. The unfortunate treasur- 
er is chained to a desk, the treasury 
funds sink to the lower depths, ana 
budgetting our operations becomes an 
almost impossible task. So, thank you 
if you are all dues paid up, and brace 
yourself to meet the request for pay- 
ment of 1953 dues from Dec, 1 onward. 


The membership poll on the matter 
of changing our conventions from 
spring to autumn resulted in 41 votes 
for spring, 53 votes for fall. However 
the Executive Board has still to take 
action in the matter and an announce- 
ment will be made as to this change in 
our next issue. 337 ballots were mailed. 
Where oh where was that other sixty- 
six and two thirds per cent of our 
membership? 





Initial NAME IN PRE-BOUND 
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Looking Forward--An Editorial 


In the fifteen months that this re- 
vived Florida Libraries has been ap- 
pearing, our state’s library picture has 


brightened in various aspects. Our 
June 1950 issue was a slender affair 
without any advertising, With this 
present number our advertising, state 
grant, and _ subscription deductions 
from membership dues put us over 
from the red to the black side ot the 
ledger, where we hope to remain. 


We have a state librarian. We have 
a director of library extension, We 
have a state library association con- 
stantly growing in membership. We 
have, as the cartoon above indicates, a 
remarkable focussing point for growth 
in the twenty-one months ahead. But 
heartening as these and many other 
factors are, there is this to remempner. 
The young tree must be protected if 
it is to flower and bear fruit. 


The protections we need art, to 
name a few that come quickly to 
mind, expanding Florida Library As- 
sociation Membership with prompt 
payment of dues; cooperation with our 


Page Eighteen 


State Library Board in all its under- 
takings; response to such attempts as 
the establishment of a special refer- 
ence section in our journal; quick and 
pleased agreement when asked to 
serve in any sort of State Associatiuu: 
activity attendance at state, region- 
al conventions; courageous expression 
of opinion about library problems, 
even if those opinions run counter to 
accepted practices. 


Your editor had hoped to have a 
letters to the editor department going 
concern by this date. Readers do write 
letters and they make the editor per- 
sonally very happy. But we can 
scarcely found a feature on the theme 
of “I think you’re pretty, too.” 


This is a big long state, this Florida 
of ours. We get together as librarians 
only once a year, We have a jam- 
packed day and a half and it’s all over 
for another year. The Journal was de- 
signed to bridge the months between 
meetings, and it was the strong hope 
of Paul Noon when, as President of 
the Florida Library Association, he 


asked the present editor to revive the 
publication, that Florida Libraries 
would become truly a medium of com- 
munication and expression. 

We are not ill pleased with the com- 
munication angle. We do know much 
more about each other from reading 
our state journal. But we do very 
much need to have more expression 
of opinion from individual librarians. 
And we close with a practical sugges- 
tion. 

Library legislation will be intro- 
duced in the 1953 session at Tallanas- 
see, What do you as a librarian be- 
lieve to be the most important fea- 
ture of such legislation? Won’t you 
write a letter to the editor about this 
before November Ist? You may use a 
pseudonym for publication purposes 
if you prefer, and the editor will 
strictly preserve yur privacy on re- 
quest. 

Grow or die is the rule, and a good 
rule, of existenc. We can’t grow any- 
more without your active and dy- 
nami¢ participation, . .and the Journal 
has yearnings for that good long life. 
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t= More Public Library 
News... 


(Continued from page fifteen) 


Creary has been named Assistant Di- 
rector of Libraries for the Mianu 
Public Library System, Congratula- 
tions to Miami. 
a 

Brooksville is losing Barbara Lar- 
kin, but, thank heavens, she’s not leav- 
ing, F. L. A. What a job that 
gai has done in the short time she’s 
been heading the Frederick Eugene 
Lykes Memorial Library. In 1951 the 
liorary had $1700 from taxes, in 1952, 
$5200, and in 1953. $9000. Hernando 
County challenges any other county 
to top those figures! 


Barbara has gone to the Florida 
University Library (just what she’s 
doing there we’re not sure, but may- 
be elsewhere in this issue you'll find 
out), and we know she’ll do a grand 
job. And though she’s being “loaned 
to the university crowd, we have it 
on good authority that her heart is 
still in public library work. 

in @ ad 

Between you and Prexy Alice, Betty, 
the editor’s head would be unduly ex- 
panded except for Lilly Carter, Order 
Librarian of the University of Florida 
Library who is my new boss, She 
spent the last two weeks before her 
vacation amiably cramming that head 
with instructions about the handling 
of Gifts and Exchanges, and the result, 
so far as the top-knot is concerned, 
would be pleasing to a head-hunter in 
search of miniatures for his collection. 
The bonus in this job for me is the 
opportunity to continue studying for 
my L. S. degree which is likely to 
join the family archives along with 
the birth certificate of my first great- 
grandchild. 

BWL 
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FALL GUSH 


UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA PRESS 
September 


FEDERAL AID TO VETERANS, 1917-1941 
a Ts a oii Ck GA hi eee ewe $4.50 


THEORIES OF PASTORAL POETRY IN ENGLAND, 1684--1798 


by J. E. Congleton, Paper Bound $5.00 Cloth $6.00 
October 
BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS 
a SO SII 5's 2) o'n'a 0-6 dares ae eee es $3.75 
November 
HANDBOOK OF LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES, NO. 15 
Edited by Francisco Aguilera ............ $8.00 
WHO KILLED GRAMMAR? 
ge Er at OP CE ee $2.50 
December 
AN ANTHOLOGY OF MODERN ESTONIAN POETRY 
Edited by W. K. Matthews .............. $4.00 
LIVING IN THE LATER YEARS 
Edited by T. Lynn Smith ................ $1 50 
THE CARIBBEAN: PEOPLES, PROBLEMS, AND PROSPECTS 
Edited by A. Curtis Wilgus .............. $4.50 
ENGLISH TOPOGRAPHIC TERMS IN FLORIDA, 1563-1874 
by E. Wallace McMullen ................ $7.50 
em, 


ARE YOU ON OUR MAILING LIST? On receipt of a post card 
with your name and address we will be pleased to send you our 
monthly Footnotes in the Sand in addition to our folders, cata- 
logs and notices. 


UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA PRESS 


GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
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ou ll Get Special Creatment 


from 


Universal-Dixie 


Look around your shelves. If you 
find a few volumes—or a consider- 
able number—that should be re- 
bound to insure their continued use 
during the coming Fall season—or 
magazines that should be bound—— 
send them in, 


They will be rebound to stand 
long and hard usage and promptly 
returned to you—with little if any 
loss of service, 


And to increase the attractiveness 
and appeal of juvenile and ’teen-age 
volumes ‘‘Treasure Trove Covers” will 
be used on all available covers at no 
extra charge. 


Through the process of printing in color directly on waterproof 
and vermin-proof cloth, Treasure Trove Covers give your rebound 
books bright covers, excellent design, illustrations and attractiveness, 
water and vermin resistance, plus several times the durability usually 
expected from rouhly handled volumes, 


But send in your books now So they will be ready to give good and 
continuing service when called for— or drop us a card. Our truck will 
pick up in the very near future. 


BINDERS FOR FLORIDA SCHOOLS and LIBRARIES SINCE 1927 


UNIVERSAL-DIME BEMDERY 


1540 EAST EIGHTH STREET, JACKSONVILLE 6, FLORIDA 
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